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PCPCS STATEMENT CONCERNING HOUSE EDUCATION COMMITTEE’S 

PASSAGE OF CRIPPLING BILLS, HB 618 AND HB 980 

The Pennsylvania Coalition of Public Charter Schools is disappointed in the House 
Education Committee’s passage of an amended HB 618 and HB 980.  
 
HB 618 
HB 618 contains an unfair provision which allows school districts to deduct 100 percent of 
their pension contributions before paying the cyber charter schools for the district's 
children attending a cyber charter school. This change simply eliminates one inequity by 
creating another. Here's why. 
 

Right now the districts pass through 100 percent of the pension expense to the cybers for 
the teachers who are teaching the districts' children in the cyber school. The 
Commonwealth then reimburses the districts and cybers for 50 percent of their pension 
costs. That is the double dip for the cybers and it should be rectified. 
 

The problem is that the language passed by the House Education Committee goes too far in 
rectifying this inequity. By allowing the districts to deduct 100 percent of the pension 
expenses, while still receiving their 50 percent reimbursement from the state, the language 
enables the districts to retain taxpayer money, and receive state reimbursement, for 
expenses they simply do not incur while forcing underfunding of the pension liability for 
the cyber schools. This simply replaces a “cyber double dip" with a “district double dip." 
Moreover, it will lead to an average 10 percent per year funding cut to the cybers while in 
effect. This is on top of the fact that they are already educating children for 20 percent less 
than the traditional schools. This severe, arbitrary, and unfair cut in funding will effectively 
destroy some of the cyber schools in Pennsylvania well before the two year sunset 
provision kicks in. 
 
Two far more equitable solutions would be to either cut the district pass through to the 
amount they are not reimbursed by the Commonwealth and retain the state 
reimbursement for both district and cyber schools, or retain the total pass through from 
the districts and eliminate the state reimbursement to the cybers. Either of these 
alternatives makes the cybers whole on pension costs, eliminates all pension double dips, 
and has a less harmful impact on our children. The first alternative also provides savings to 
the districts. 
 



There are two other reservations we have with this legislation which we assume are 
intended to be addressed in its implementation. 
 
 
First, while the "cyber double dip" is specifically addressed, the inequities borne by the 
charter schools, including unfunded mandates on special ed transportation and testing 
costs, deductions for transportation costs that are not incurred by districts, and potential 
illegal deductions on the existing PDE Form 363 are ignored. It is our hope that the funding 
commission will have the mandate to investigate and recommend solutions to ALL these 
inequities as well. 
 
Second, is the silence on the issue of improving the quality of the existing charter 
authorizers. Experience from throughout the nation demonstrates that the best way to 
have high quality charter schools is to have strong and fair authorizers. The legislation 
mentions the potential addition of higher education authorizers and consistency in forms, 
processes and procedures, as well as a consistent quality matrix - but is silent as to 
improving the quality of existing authorizers. We hope that this issue 
will also be addressed as part of the scope of the Advisory Commission's mandate. 
 
It is our hope that the full House will amend HB 618 to address the school district 
double dip, and will not pass the bill without that modification.  
 
HB 980 
HB 980 is an ill-conceived piece of legislation that is intended to be punitive to charter 

schools and stands to do nothing to improve education for the children of Pennsylvania. HB 

980 contains two major elements that threaten parental public school choice: a three-year 

moratorium on all cyber charters and a cap on unassigned fund balances for ALL charter 

schools.  

It is our hope the full House will oppose HB 980.  

 

 


